
Environmental 
problems faced by Sicily
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Main problem of Sicily - trash on the streets 

The problem of rubbish 
lying on the streets is 

mostly seen in big cities

It is one of the things easy to 
notice while visiting this 
island especially during 

special events

Lack of proper infrastructure

Low sense of social responsibility

Culture of celebration

Lack of proper regulations or their enforcement

Mass tourism

Atmospheric factors



Trash on the streets - consequences 

Illogical behavior of Sicilian 
people and other reasons 

mentioned before might lead to 
those effects: 

Environmental degradation

City pollution and reduced tourist attractiveness

Possible health problems

Increased cleaning costs 

Impact on residents



Trash on the streets - possible solutions 

The issues can be stopped or 
reduced by trying to care about 

the environment in Sicily

Increasing the number of bins 

Introducing stricter penalties for throwing litter

Educational campaigns 

Organizing ecological events e.g. cleaning streets 
together  

Employing additional cleaning workers
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LACK OF WATER AND DROUGHTS

Illogical behavior of Sicilian people and other reasons mentioned before might lead 
to those effects: 

Sicily is grappling with the most serious 
water crisis in its history. Which is 

threatening because it's the largest and 
most populous in Mediterranean

In many provinces of the island, 
authorities have announced water 

rationing, while the capacity of 
reservoirs in dams is almost halved 
(-48%) compared to last year(2023)

Because of the climate emergency, 
according to the Italian National 

Research Council, 70% of Sicily is at risk 
of desertification. Most of the island's 

lakes are already almost dry.



ACTION TAKEN TO OVERCOME THE CRISIS

 In Maers and drill new wells.

 In May 2024, the national government 
declared a state of emergency for 

drought and allocated €20 million to 
procure water tankers and drill new 

wells.

Local municipalities have implemented 
restrictions on water usage, including 
reducing flow rates during nighttime 

and limiting non-essential uses.

The reactivation and modernization of 
desalination plants are being 

considered to provide a sustainable 
water source, similar to successful 

models in other regions.

Plans are in place to enhance the 
capacity and safety of existing dams 

and reservoirs to improve water 
storage and distribution efficiency.



Marine Pollution in Sicily

Main Causes:
Main Causes

- Industrial waste and untreated sewage

- Plastic pollution from tourism and fishing

- Oil spills and chemical runoff

Environmental Impact
- Threat to marine life (fish, turtles, dolphins)

- Damage to coral reefs and coastal ecosystems

- Water contamination affecting local fisheries

Solutions & Actions
- Stricter waste management and recycling programs

- Promotion of eco-tourism and awareness campaigns

- Government regulations to reduce industrial 

pollution



Air Pollution in Sicily

Main Causes:

Main Causes
- Industrial emissions and power plants

- Traffic congestion and vehicle exhaust

- Agricultural burning and dust from dry lands

Environmental Impact
- Smog affecting air quality in cities

- Respiratory diseases and health issues

- Damage to crops and natural ecosystems

Solutions & Actions
- Promoting public transport and clean energy

- Stricter emission regulations for industries

- Increasing green spaces and reforestation



Biodiversity in Sicily

-

Sicily has recently been struggling with a big problem- dangerous lessening of 

bio-difference which was caused by accidental addition of one of the most invasive species 

on Earth- fire ants. This creates a problem with soil nutrition- fire ants eat bugs that 

increase the variability of nutrients in the soil.


